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girls’club





The facade is reconfigured to change the paradigm and 

question the relationship of the space to the city, to the 

street and the role of Art in the community. 

locat ion:

The Gir ls ’  C lub is  located on the northern edge of  downtown Fort  Lauderdale a long a quiet 

st reet . I t  is  centra l  to  the heart  of  the Ci ty, yet  reclus ive, behind a large munic ipal  parking 

structure and adjacent  to Ci ty  Hal l . Dai ly, c i ty  workers and professionals ex i t  past  i t , unaware of 

the creat ive l i fe  of  i ts  occupants. The exist ing warehouse structure is  of  s imple masonry b lock 

construct ion with a double height  space and is  or iented to the street  wi th minimal  presence.  



girls’club
[ the facade  ]



Francie Bishop-Good, a wel l-known v ideo art is t  and painter  has occupied the studio-east  space as a working art is t  for  many years. The studio-west  space is  being renovated 

for  the Gir ls ’  C lub. The exist ing bui ld ing is  used as a mater ia l  condi t ion of  the c i ty  and in th is  pro ject  examines i ts  use as a palet te to explore the re la t ionship between the 

permanent and temporary nature of  other  mater ia ls . At  n ight , the surfaces t ransform and an enormous layer  of  f iberglass panels becomes scr im and surface for  v ideo art 

and appear l ight . At  the base of  the panels a new l i tera l  garden landscape emerges and intersects wi th the panels, cast ing real  shadows. 

pro ject :



girls’club

The south façade is  clad in new f iberglass panels, layered on top of  an adhoc steel  f rame, 

d i rect ly  over  the ex ist ing windows and wal l . Creat ing an i l lus ion of  an organic structure, a 

pat tern that  somehow emerges as a landscape in the c i ty  and casts a shadow with in i tse l f . 

A strong raw steel  formed box, l inks the two studios and reminds us that  Art  is  creat ive 

and res i l ient , chal lenging and evolv ing. 

[ the entrance ]





f iberglass panels connect ions e levat ion

scale. N/A

detai l  K -  f iberglass deta i l

scale. N/A

awning sect ion

The inter ior  conf igura t ion is  d iv ided into 2 bays 

by a masonry wal l . Fiberglass panels are layered 

on top of  a random steel  f rame, d i rect ly  over  the 

ex ist ing windows and wal l . Embedded with in 

a new wal l  sandwich, the inter ior  layers are a 

cladding of  drywal l  onto the masonry wal ls , and 

t ranslucent  polymer panels layer  over  the ex ist-

ing windows behind the exter ior  f iberglass and 

steel  f rame creat ing a l ight  box for  the sunl ight 

to  f i l ter  through and protect  the ar twork. 

A creative space of a maker to show other makers.

girls’club
[ the facade  ]



mezzanine plan

scale. N/A

1st  f loor  p lan

scale. N/A

girls’club
[  the interior ]



girls’club
[ the interior ]



The inter ior  is  an a l ternat ive space specia l ly  designed by Margi  Nothard of  Glavovic Studio to enhance and inspire cul tura l  growth in Broward County. 

“The feminist  or ienta t ion is  intent ional , the col lect ion of  Francie Bishop Good, a long with those of  other  local  and non-local  ar t is ts  such as Diane Arbus, Cindy Sherman, and Nan 

Gold in wi l l  re inforce the contr ibut ion of  women to the f ie ld of  contemporary ar t . The mission of  Gir ls ’  C lub is  to  educate the publ ic , and to serve as a resource for  ar t  scholars, 

cura tors, and pract ic ing art is ts .” Anne Tschida



The polished concrete floor remains. The artwork is primary.

Ar t  i s  loca ted next  to  non-co lor, fo rm next  to  cont ro l , o ld  and new coex is t . Layers  o f  ma ter ia l  and l igh t  a re  exp lored on  the  ins ide 

wi th  s t ruc tura l  p las t ics  and led  l igh t  i s  embedded in to  wa l ls  prov id ing  a  noda l  po in t  fo r  the  suppor t  a rea  o f  the  ga l le r y  and a 

p ivo t  wa l l  fo r  hang ing ar t  ad jus ts  the  space to  c rea te  space opt ions  wi th in  the  overa l l  s tud io . The exact  program is  unknown, 

indetermina te . The roof  has  been penet ra ted  wi th  sky l ights  tha t  a re  countered by  a  s imple  l inear  bar  tha t  so f tens  the  harsh 

F lo r ida  sun and red is t r ibutes  the  l igh t- f lush ing  i t  aga ins t  the  or ig ina l  concre te  b lock , remind ing us  o f  the  warehouse or ig ins .  



Are we visible, are we invisible, what is it about?

Identity +  Women  +  Art

Lightness and transparency are sought. Resins and plastics, 

polymers and color are layered to define private and public spaces. 



girls’club
[ the mezzanine ]

A mezzanine is  added and accessed by an intense orange zone, denot ing a d i f ferent  use, perhaps a pr iva te zone, 

a p lace for  research, a pro ject ion wal l  is  found and a vert ica l  space is  created upsta i rs .


